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16. New Assistive Technology Website
Back to top
Assistive technology professionals have launched a new collaborative website (a ‘wiki’) in the field of AT, based on the Assistech mailing/discussion list. 

The Assistech Wiki allows information to be disseminated and ‘peer edited’ – anyone registered on the site can contribute and edit any page on the site.  In this way information evolves and develops as people contribute.  The Assistech Wiki is designed to be used for two main objectives: 

· Evidence Base – an area describing and reporting research and evidence within the field.  In this area contributors can: learn how to access evidence base tools; read and publish literature searches; discuss and review evidence; brainstorm, develop and publish research areas; document evidence on aspects of the field. The site also documents the use of CiteULike, an online citation management tool, for assistive technology.

· Experience Base – much evidence within the Assistive Techology field is contained in experience.  The wiki offers somewhere this experience can be stored, peer reviewed and developed.  

The Assistech Wiki website is at: http://www.assistech.org.uk/doku.php
The Assistech mailing list and archives are available at: http://www.jiscmail.ac.uk/lists/assistech.html
17. Improving Community Equipment Services 
Back to top
RNIB (Royal National Institute of the Blind) and other organisations in the Improving Lives Coalition have launched the “Equipped for Living” campaign to improve the community equipment services offered to blind and partially sighted people. The campaign is based on problems revealed in the “Equipped for Living” report, which involved interviews with 500 registered blind or partially sighted people. 

The key campaign messages are:

· Blind and partially sighted people should be seen as a higher priority in the context of Fair Access to Care Services. 

· A greater range of items should be available to help with all aspects of independent living. 

· Community care assessments should be carried out by an appropriate member of staff with knowledge of the full effects of sight loss. 

· Training on how to get the best from the equipment available should be improved.

For more information go to: http://www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/documents/publicwebsite/public_ilce4l.hcsp
The April issue of “Equipment Services”, the magazine published in association with NAEP (National Association Equipment Providers), has news about developments at NAEP and in community equipment services. NAEP is consulting its members about its future direction and business plan, with the support of its voluntary sector partner, Assist UK. The NAEP website is: http://www.naep.org.uk/
18. Developing Telecare Services
Back to top
English social services authorities are due to begin rolling out telecare services from 1 April, using the (non-ringfenced) Preventative Technology Grant. The latest guidance, “LAC (2006)5 - Preventative Technology Grant 2006-07 and 2007-08” is at:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/LettersAndCirculars/LocalAuthorityCirculars/AllLocalAuthorityCirculars/LocalAuthorityCircularsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131935&chk=Oct/wk
The Department of Health’s Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) is responsible for providing support to organisations building their telecare programmes. The CSIP telecare team publishes a monthly e-newsletter to keep organisations up to date with progress. 
To receive the e-newsletter, subscribe at http://www.icesdoh.org/register.asp. 

To contact the CSIP telecare team, email telecare@icesdoh.org.

For other information, go to www.icesdoh.org/telecare.

CSIP is also providing information through the Housing & Telecare Learning Improvement Networks (LINs): http://changeagentteam.org.uk/index.cfm?pid=10.

Regular newsletters are also available from the Telecare Alliance, an independent consultancy service: www.telecarealliance.co.uk/
The Health Service Journal’s “Intelligence” supplement on information and communication technologies in the issue of 16 March (www.hsj.co.uk) included an article on using telemedicine and community matrons to support people with long-term conditions.
19. Providing Communication Aids
Back to top
The Department for Education and Skills confirmed that the Communication Aids Project (CAP), which supplied communication aids to children of school age, would finish as planned on 31 March. The DFES has said that it is “keen to maintain the momentum generated by CAP” and is “actively exploring options for doing this”. 

The CAP website has a “Current status update on CAP, 1st March 2006”, giving information about the history of the scheme, including the number of children who have benefited (4,000): http://cap.becta.org.uk/
For information about SCOPE’s “Speak for Yourself” campaign for ring-fenced funding for communication aids and support for people of all ages with communication impairments go to: http://www.scope.org.uk/issues/communication.shtml
For the “Getting Started” pack on developing communication aids services published by the Care Services Improvement Partnership, go to: www.icesdoh.org/doc.asp?ID=38
For information about a DVD about communication aids and augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) from the charity, Communication Matters, go to: www.communicationmatters.org.uk
20. Care Closer to Home 
Back to top
· The White Paper, “Our health, our care, our say”, continued to receive attention in the health and social care media.  Former NHS finance director Noel Plumridge, writing in the “Health Service Journal” on 2 March (www.hsj.co.uk), questioned the White Paper’s apparent assumptions that care outside hospital is cheaper than hospital care or that increasing the former would lead to savings in the latter. 

Social care commentator Melanie Henwood, in “Community Care” on 2 March (www.communitycare.co.uk), regretted the lack of detail on planned outcomes in the White Paper and how these related to specific proposals for implementation. Other articles in “Community Care” (9 March) and Health Service Journal (9 March: www.goodmanagement-hsj.co.uk/jointworking) focused on the proposals for closer integration of health and social care. 

The Government has published its “partial regulatory impact assessment (RIA)” to provide an early assessment of the likely impact and costs of the policy initiatives in the White Paper: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Legislation/RegulatoryImpactAssessment/RegulatoryImpactAssessmentArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131375&chk=8MNRO4
For more information on the White Paper, visit: www.dh.gov.uk/ourhealthourcareoursay
· Cutting emergency admissions for people with long-term conditions through better treatment in the community could help the NHS save over £400 million a year, according to Health Secretary Patricia Hewitt. She published figures from the NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement and examples of best practice to illustrate how the NHS could achieve this: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131823&chk=eLfJ52
· The Department of Health has published “How a Community Matron Can Help You with Your Long-term Condition”, a public information leaflet explaining how people with a serious long-term condition are now being offered the chance of support from a community matron - a senior nurse who will not only provide nursing care but will also plan and co-ordinate ways of meeting patients' health and social care needs: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131689&chk=0udPcC
· The Department of Health is consulting on its public health information and intelligence strategy. The strategy will support the delivery of the White Paper, “Choosing Health: Making Healthier Choices Easier” and the new White Paper, “Our health, our care, our say”, by making information and knowledge available to local agencies to support health improvement and evidence-based commissioning of relevant services: http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131160&chk=uklZtu
· The Department of Health has published guidance on NHS continuing healthcare, following the Grogan judgement. This interim guidance is issued pending the publication of the “National Framework for NHS Continuing Healthcare and NHS-funded Nursing Care” later in the year, on which the Department of Health intends to consult: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=28354&heading=e-mail+alert
· The Department of Health has published “Making a difference: Safe and secure data sharing between health and adult social care staff” to clarify information sharing requirements while respecting the need to maintain patient confidentiality and information security: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131244&chk=w8PfMH
· The Department of Health’s Care Services Improvement Partnership has published an on-line guide to commissioning community services, the “Commissioning E-Book”: http://www.changeagentteam.org.uk/
· The Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) has published the report, “Support Brokerage: a discussion paper”. This suggests it may be a good idea to have independent advisers – known as support brokers – to help people make the right choices about their care and support the development of individual budgets, which are proposed in the White Paper and currently being piloted: http://www.csci.org.uk/about_csci/news/support_brokerage.htm
· The Healthcare Commission has called for a fresh drive to improve hospital and community services for people who have had a stroke in a new survey of stroke patients, “Caring for people after they have had a stroke”. This shows that the satisfaction that patients feel about the care they receive following a stroke declines after leaving hospital. Stroke sufferers said that they needed more rehabilitation and support – both emotional and physical – once they returned home: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/NewsAndEvents/PressReleases/PressReleaseDetail/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4023113&chk=l7BIx0
21. Developing Social Care
Back to top
· The King’s Fund charity has published its independent review of the future of social care for older people in England. This was led by Sir Derek Wanless, who carried out influential reviews for the Government on health funding. The report, “Securing Good Social Care for Older People: Taking a long-term View”, recommends that:

· total spending (public and private) on social care for older people should increase from the 2002 level of £10.1 billion (1.1 per cent of GDP) to £31.3 billion (2.0 per cent of GDP) by 2026;

· the current means-tested funding system should be scrapped and replaced with a ‘partnership model’, where everyone in need would be entitled to an agreed level of free care, after which individuals’ contributions would be matched by the state up to a defined limit. 

For more on the report go to:
http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/news/press_releases/wanless_review.html
· The Department of Health has announced a review of social care provision and funding to feed into the Treasury’s comprehensive spending review (CSR) of public services for 2007-10. This will cover the needs of younger adults as well as older people over the next ten to twenty years. A working group for the review will be chaired by Care Services Minister Liam Byrne and will include Sir Derek Wanless: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4132535&chk=DZbpwg
· Other developments in social care include: a new Department of Health board-level post for social care, an advertising campaign to attract more people into the sector,  registering the full social care workforce, a new vetting scheme as part of the Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups bill (see News in Brief below), and giving the Commission for Social Care Inspection new freedoms to increase spot checks on care homes (see item on Governance, Regulation and Inspection below): http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131174&chk=lnia0F
For a Department of Health booklet on careers in social work go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4127769&chk=PaS/g7
· The Government’s Health and Social Care Information Centre has published the adult social services statistics for England for 2004/05. An estimated 1.72 million people in need of community care received help and support from social services. Most of these (1.46 million) were living at home. An estimated 1.23 million (71% of the total) were aged 65 and over. 

Around 26 per cent of all new clients aged 65 and over had their assessment completed within 2 days of first contact and 55 per cent were assessed within 2 weeks. Around 74 per cent of these new older clients had received all services specified in their care plan within 2 weeks of their completed assessment.

An estimated 479,000 clients received equipment and adaptations, 584,000 clients received home care, 420,000 received professional support (e.g. occupational therapy) and 242,000 received day care. 24,000 clients received direct payments in 2004/05 to enable them to arrange their own care, 62% more than in 2003/04.

Independent sector residential care services were provided to an estimated 206,000 clients, a decrease of 4% from 2003-04. An estimated 38,000 clients received local authority staffed residential care, a fall of 3% since 2003-04. Around 112,000 clients received nursing care, down 1% on 2003-04.

For more information go to: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/pubs/commcare05adultengrepcssr
Significantly more money is being spent on social care services for adults and children, nearly doubling in real terms over the past 10 years, according to a report published by the Health and Social Care Information Centre: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news/press/020206
· The annual survey of social services finance from the Local Government Association and Association of Directors of Social Services has revealed a “gaping £1.77 billion black hole in social care budgets” due to “the financial crisis in the NHS, under-funding from central government and demographic changes”. The survey found that:
· 80 per cent of councils are tightening eligibility criteria for people with learning, physical and sensory disabilities - 77 per cent will do the same for older people;

· seven out of ten adults will only receive support if their needs are critical - a ten per cent increase.

The report is at: http://www.lga.gov.uk/PressRelease.asp?lSection=0&id=SXA75B-A7838A28
· “Community Care” has launched the “Stand up for Social Care” campaign to raise the profile of social care workers and demand that staff are given adequate resources to do their job properly: http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/2006/03/02/53018/Stand+up+and+be+counted.html?key=STAND+AND+SOCIAL+AND+CARE
22. Services for Older People
Back to top
· A joint report from three independent inspectorates has found that public services for older people have improved in the last five years, but are still failing in certain areas. 

The “Living Well in Later Life” report from the Healthcare Commission, the Audit Commission and the Commission for Social Care Inspection assesses progress on the first five years of the 10-year National Services Framework (NSF) for Older People. 

The report states that public services often fail to consider the special needs of older people and suggests that "deep-rooted cultural attitudes to ageing" are hampering Government plans to improve health, social care and local council services for older people. 

While services had improved since the publication of the NSF in 2001, none of the communities inspected at this halfway stage had reached all the milestones set by Government to enable them to meet its standards. The report found some progress, including:
· Improvements in how most public services are addressing age discrimination. 

· More people who have had a stroke than ever before have access to good quality hospital care, but more still needs to be done to improve rehabilitation outside hospital and access to specialist units.

· More people are supported to live at home and there is a reduction in the number of older people admitted to care homes, with health and social care services supporting more frail older people to live independently.

Areas of concern included:

· A lack of priority being given to the needs of older people when planning and commissioning services, including transport and podiatry and foot care services.

· A lack of dignity and respect in the way older people are treated when in hospital and poorly managed discharge.

· A lack of consultation by service providers with older people to find out exactly what they want. 

· Mental health services for older people were particularly poor, including  services for people with dementia.

The report is at: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/InformationForServiceProviders/ReviewsAndInspections/NSF/NSFArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4001755&chk=NEg%2Bxm
The Department of Health’s response is at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/NewsHome/NewsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4132239&chk=15Daph
· More older people are getting the help they need to live independently, according to a report published by the Health and Social Care Information Centre on the Public Service Agreement (PSA) target on home care. In England, during 2004/05, 32% of all older people needing a high level of support by local authority social services were given help to maintain an independent quality of life in their own home. This compares with 30% in 2003/04 and 27% in 2001/02: http://www.ic.nhs.uk/news/press/060106
· The Department of Health has launched the second phase of the Partnerships for Older People (POPP) programme with a budget of £18.5 million. Local councils are invited to bid for funding for innovative projects which shift care away from institutional and hospital-based crisis care towards earlier, targeted interventions, giving more older people the choice to live at home for longer. The Department is particularly keen to see projects which address the needs of family carers and those which involve a major contribution from voluntary sector organisations: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131863&chk=hOcqTR
· The Welsh Assembly Government has launched a “National Service Framework (NSF) for Older People”, with a strong emphasis on community-based services and support for independence, including the provision of equipment and adaptations: http://www.wales.gov.uk/servlet/PressReleaseByDateServlet?area_code=37E752F2000942E000000A2E00000000&document_code=N0000000000000000000000000042473
23. The NHS Reforms
Back to top
· Sir Nigel Crisp announced on 7 March that he was stepping down as Chief Executive of the NHS and Permanent Secretary of the Department of Health. Although he was “proud that the NHS has achieved or exceeded the challenging targets it has been set” and “made enormous changes”, he acknowledged that: 
“not everything has gone well. I am particularly saddened by the difficulties we have had over the last few months and the financial problems we are grappling with. As Chief Executive, I wish to acknowledge my accountability for problems just as I may take some credit for achievements”. 
The press release is at:  http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131251&chk=yymctc
· The revised national tariff for Payment by Results for 2006/07 was published on 17 March, replacing the version which was withdrawn in February: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/OrganisationPolicy/FinanceAndPlanning/NHSFinancialReforms/NHSFinancialReformsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4127039&chk=bypVXH
· The Department of Health has published the Government's response to the Health Select Committee's critical report, “Changes to Primary Care Trusts” (see February bulletin). The Department expects around 80 per cent of primary care trusts to be co-terminous with social services authorities after reconfiguration: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=28392&heading=e-mail+alert
24. Services for People with Sensory Impairments
Back to top
· From 16 March the parents of every newborn baby in England will be offered the opportunity to have their child checked for deafness and hearing impairment shortly after birth. Over 1,600 babies in England will be screened every day as part of the NHS Newborn Hearing Screening Programme (NHSP). New born hearing screening has already been rolled out in Wales, and has started in Northern Ireland and Scotland, following a campaign by the National Deaf Children’s Society (NDCS). 

The NHSP website is: http://www.nhsp.info/ . The NDCS website is: http://www.ndcs.org.uk/.

· A survey by the charity Sense has revealed that five years after the Government issued statutory guidance on services for deafblind people (see March bulletin) many still face a postcode lottery. The survey has found wide variations in the services local authorities provide to those who are deaf and blind: http://www.sense.org.uk/campaignnews/news/latest/lasurvey06results.htm
· The Welsh Local Government Association and Wales Council for the Blind have published a national benchmarking study into services for people with visual impairment in Wales. The study includes service standards and good practice guidelines on the key service areas of provision of information, referral, assessment and care planning, and services for children and young people. For more information, go to: http://www.wlga.gov.uk/content.php?nID=7;ID=19;lID=1
See also item 2 above on community equipment services for blind and partially sighted people.
25. Services for Children and Young People
Back to top
· The Chancellor’s Budget report (page 102) included an announcement of a joint Treasury-Department for Education and Skills review of services for disabled children to feed into the next comprehensive spending review (CSR) for 2007-10. The Budget report is at: http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/
· The Council for Disabled Children, with funding from the Department for Education and Skills, has published “Including Me: managing complex health needs in schools and early years settings”, a new guide for parents, teachers, health providers and local authorities. Copies are available at www.teachernet.gov.uk and from the Council for Disabled Children on 020 7843 1900.

· The Department of Health and the Department for Education and Skills have published guidance on the transition of young people with long-term conditions from children's to adult health services: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=28613&heading=e-mail+alert
· A report by the Adult Learning Inspectorate (ALI) has found that inadequate training and support is preventing people with disabilities from achieving their potential in the workplace. The report, “Greater Expectations: provision for learners with disabilities,” found that training for adult learners with disabilities is costly, fragmented, lacks expertise and does not provide value for money: http://www.ali.gov.uk/News/Press+releases/Press+releases/Feb_06/inadequateTrainingIsHoldingBack.htm
· The charity, Contact a Family, has published the 2006 edition of its “Directory of Specific Conditions and Rare Disorders”, which is now available on-line, on CD ROM and in print, and a new “Rare Eye Conditions Directory”: http://www.cafamily.org.uk/dirworks.html
Contact a Family has also launched a campaign, “Pounds for Parents”, to help families of disabled children claim the benefits they are entitled to: http://www.cafamily.org.uk/
· The Department for Education and Skills and the Department of Health have launched a new “Joint Planning and Commissioning Framework for Children, Young People and Maternity Services” to show how children's services and Government would like to shape the planning and commissioning of services within children's trusts: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/news/?asset=News&id=37742
· The Government has published “Youth Matters: Next Steps”, the response to the consultation on the Green Paper, “Youth Matters”, setting out its plans for improving services for young people: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/news/?asset=News&id=37898
26. Rights for Disabled People
Back to top
· A new audit of ‘disablism’ in the UK from the think-tank, Demos, has concluded that the UK systematically fails disabled people. The report documents the extent of systemic discrimination towards disabled people in the UK across education, employment, housing and social care, transport, leisure and their social status. 

“Disablist Britain: Barriers to independent living for disabled people in 2006” was commissioned by the disability organisation, Scope, in partnership with Disability Awareness in Action (DAA). The report was presented at the second Disablism Summit in London on 9 March, which featured Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, John Hutton, as key speaker. 

The SCOPE press releases are at: http://www.scope.org.uk/news/index.shtml
The report is at: http://www.demos.co.uk/catalogue/disablistbritain/
Lord Ashley will be introducing a bill on independent living for disabled people into the House of Lords in May. The Disability Rights Commission (DRC) is helping him write the bill and wants to hear people’s views. The bill will include rights to self-directed assessment, independent advocacy and communication support. It aims to help disabled people and those with long-term health conditions to participate in everyday activities like work, education or community life and to bolster rights to family life.

· A briefing is available from the DRC Parliamentary Affairs team by email independentlivingbill@drc-gb.org  or telephone Rebecca Pooler-Lunse on 020 7 543 7049; fax: 020 7 543 7001.

· The Department of Work and Pensions has announced that the maximum grant payable through the two national Independent Living Funds will be raised from April, to help severely disabled people wishing to live independently in the community. The maximum weekly payment from the Independent Living (1993) Fund will increase from £420 per week to £455 per week (£23,660 per year) and for the Independent Living (Extension) Fund from £715 per week to £785 per week (£40,820 per year). The Independent Living Funds currently support over 17,500 people throughout the United Kingdom: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2006/mar/drc018-090306.asp
· The Disability Rights Commission has launched “Publicly Available Specification (PAS) 78”, guidance on how to develop websites which are user-friendly for disabled people, developed by the British Standards Institution (BSI) and sponsored by the DRC. To order the guide, visit the BSI website. You can also download the DRC formal investigation report on web accessibility
· The Disability Rights Commission and Law Centres Federation have launched a £1.4 million project, funded by the DRC, to support legal services for disabled people. The project will support a network of 14 legal advisors, based in local law centres, who will undertake specialist work and raise awareness about disability rights. For more information, contact the DRC via its website: http://www.drc.org.uk/index.asp
· The Disabled Parents Network’s Support Service has won an award from “Community Care” magazine (www.communitycare.co.uk). The helpline number is 08702 410450.

· The interim consultation report for the Government’s “Equalities Review” has been published, showing that persistent inequality could seriously damage the economy and cost society billions each year in lost income. The independent review is chaired by Trevor Phillips, who is also Chair of the Commission for Racial Equality. 

The report looks at what inequalities still persist, gives some novel ways to measure them and where focus is needed to make people more equal. It also identifies eleven key current challenges where there are critical penalties causing inequality, including the job prospects of some disabled people: http://www.gnn.gov.uk/content/detail.asp?ReleaseID=191884&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromSearch=True
A response to the report by the Disability Rights Commission is at: http://www.drc.org.uk/newsroom/newsdetails.asp?id=964&section=1
27. Support for Carers
Back to top
A new report published by Carers UK argues that people who care for their elderly, sick or disabled relatives are being let down because public authorities are failing to implement the Human Rights Act. 

The report, written by leading human rights consultants, Global Partners and Associates, examines the experiences of carers in the context of the main provisions of the Human Rights Act 1998, which came into force in October 2000. The findings focus on three key areas: rights to life (Article 2), rights to privacy and family life (Article 8) and rights to be free from inhuman or degrading treatment (Article 3).

The report, “Whose rights are they anyway? Carers and the Human Rights Act”, concludes that the Human Rights Act has not yet been of value to carers, but that it could be. It finds significant weaknesses in the social care and health system, as well as evidence that in individual cases carers may face human rights violations which could be open to challenge in the courts. For more information go to the Carers UK website at: http://www.carersuk.org/Newsandcampaigns/News/1142354867
28. Governance, Regulation and Inspection
Back to top
· The Department of Health has published a consultation paper on proposed changes to the way in which it selects topics for referral to the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence. The main purpose of the changes is to:

· ensure that NICE’s stakeholders – patients, healthcare professionals public health partners, the wider NHS and manufacturers of healthcare products – have clear opportunities to make an input into the selection of topics; 

· help ensure that NICE’s work programme addresses topics of importance to patients and professionals and makes the best use of NHS resources; 

· integrate the selection of public health topics into the selection process; 

· improve the timescale for referral of topics to NICE.     

The consultation is at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131055&chk=7xp%2Bnk
· The NHS Appointments Commission, working with Dr Foster Intelligence and other partners, has published “The Intelligent Board”, setting out the information NHS trust boards need to manage performance: http://www.appointments.org.uk/publications.asp
· The Department of Health is consulting on its plans to simplify regulations, reduce administrative costs for businesses and reform inspection regimes, following the publication of the Better Regulation Task Force report, “Less is More”: http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131962&chk=Ugsqxj
· Twenty bodies involved in healthcare regulation have launched new measures to reduce the burden of regulation on NHS and independent sector healthcare providers, as part of the Healthcare Concordat which aims to help inspectorates coordinate and schedule activity: www.concordat.org.uk
· The Healthcare Commission has confirmed that it plans to change the annual performance rating given to NHS trusts for 2005/06 through its Annual Health Check, which replaces star ratings. Instead of summarising performance in a single score, this year (2006) the inspectorate will give trusts a rating of two parts: quality of care and use of resources. The Commission will give trusts a score for each of these areas on a four-point scale that ranges from “excellent” to “weak”: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/NewsAndEvents/PressReleases/PressReleaseDetail/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4024556&chk=nQiOmT
· The Healthcare Commission has also launched a consultation on its plans for the Annual Health Check’ for 2006/2007. Issues include giving separate ratings for different aspects of NHS performance and assessing improvement against the developmental standards as well as performance on the basic core standards: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/NewsAndEvents/PressReleases/PressReleaseDetail/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4024465&chk=C%2BKj17
· The Department of Health has announced a change in the way the Commission for Social Care Inspection inspects adult social care services, including care homes. The more targeted approach will allow it to focus more on poorer performing services, with fewer visits to those services that perform well. There will be more unannounced inspections, and more focus on the experiences of people using the services.

The changes in the regulations are part of a new package of Government measures to protect vulnerable adults, which includes the compulsory registration and training of care staff, a £600,000 joint research project with Comic Relief into elder abuse, and a review of the national minimum standards for social care services: http://www.csci.org.uk/about_csci/news/dh_announcement.htm
· Ofsted, working with other regulators, has published “Arrangements for the annual performance assessment of children’s services 2006”, covering the full range of children’s services in a particular local authority area: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/publications/index.cfm?fuseaction=pubs.summary&id=3964
29. The Voluntary and Community Sector
Back to top
· The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published “Working with the Voluntary Sector” (HC 717). The report argues that the Government’s lack of expertise in this area has limited the sector’s role in delivering public services, because of bureaucracy and short-term funding, and it calls for a review of the way Government departments deal with the sector: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmpubacc.htm
· The National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) has welcomed comments by David Miliband, Minister of Communities and Local Government, speaking at NCVO’s annual conference. The Minister praised the work of the voluntary sector and urged people to become more involved with their communities:
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/press/releases.asp?id=2383
NCVO has published “The UK Voluntary Sector Almanac 2006: The State of the Sector”. This shows that while the income of many smaller charities has declined, fourteen “super-charities” generate £2.5 billion a year: 
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/research/index.asp?id=2380&fID=158
· The national charity, Volunteering England, works to promote volunteering and its web site offers a range of resources for anyone who works with or manages volunteers and for those who want to volunteer. Resources include briefing on the Government’s new Volunteering for All programme and advice for NHS trusts on using volunteers, sponsored by the Department of Health: http://www.volunteering.org.uk/
The guidance on volunteer management for the NHS is also at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4131041&chk=B%2BFieS
30. News in Brief
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MHRA Report on Adverse Incidents
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) has published Device Bulletin DB2006(02), which provides an overview of medical device related adverse incident reports received by the MHRA in 2005, and records recent developments in adverse incident reporting: http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/idcplg?IdcService=SS_GET_PAGE&useSecondary=true&ssDocName=CON2023437&ssTargetNodeId=572 
Survey of Wheelchair Services
The Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) (www.csip.org.uk) is looking at wheelchair services in England on behalf of the Department of Health. CSIP is carrying out a survey to give people the opportunity to share their experiences and contribute to a report on the future of wheelchair services to be published later this year. To participate in the survey go to: http://www.zoomerang.com/recipient/survey-intro.zgi?p=WEB224ZYRDBQW5
Choosing Equipment for the Heavier Person
The Disabled Living Foundation has published a free factsheet on choosing equipment for the heavier person: http://www.dlf.org.uk/news/bariatrics2006.html 
Health Technology Assessment Programme
The Department of Health has published the “NHS Health Technology Assessment Programme Annual Report 2005”. Working with partners such as the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence, the programme aims to provide the evidence upon which decisions about the costs and benefits of healthcare services can be based: http://www.ncchta.org/annualreport/index.htm
Productivity in Healthcare
The Department of Health, Office of National Statistics and researchers are working on new measures of NHS productivity, which take into account quality of care, and a public consultation is planned: http://www.statistics.gov.uk/about/data/methodology/specific/PublicSector/output/health.asp
Procuring from Social Enterprises
The Social Enterprise Coalition, in partnership with the NHS Purchasing and Supply Agency (PASA), has published “More for your Money - a guide to procuring from social enterprises for the NHS”, a short guide to achieving better outcomes from NHS procurement and how social enterprises can help in achieving this: http://www.socialenterprise.org.uk/
Safeguarding Vulnerable Groups 
The Government has published the Safeguarding of Vulnerable Groups Bill, legislation to establish a centralised vetting and barring system for people working with children and vulnerable adults: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAndSocialCareTopics/SocialCare/POVA/POVAArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4126946&chk=/hgQ%2B8 
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