
  Assistive Technology (AT) Forum News Bulletin No. 35, August 2006
The News Bulletin is provided as a resource for AT Forum members and to highlight issues affecting AT provision for a wider audience.  FAST acts as the secretariat for the AT Forum and welcomes any contributions about significant national developments for possible inclusion. 

You can find out more about the work of the AT Forum at the FAST website. Please let us know of any colleagues who would like to receive the bulletin.  If you wish to contact us or unsubscribe, please email atforum@fastuk.org.


1. AT Forum, FAST and RAATE 2006
2. Care Closer to Home
3. Improving MS Services
4. Improving Stroke Services
5. Patient Safety
6. The NHS Reforms
7. Improving Social Care
8. The Future of Local Government
9. Efficiency and Value for Money
10. Services for Older People
11. Services for Children and Young People
12. Rights for Disabled People
13. Governance and Regulation
14. The Voluntary and Community Sector
15. News in Brief


16. AT Forum, FAST and RAATE 2006
Back to top
FAST acts as secretariat for the AT Forum, the only collaborative group of stakeholders working together to improve AT services across all sectors. Membership of the Forum now stands at 50 national level organisations. 

Following its Position Paper of 2004, the AT Forum has carried out projects on workforce development and on standards for service provision. A report on workforce development was published earlier this year and a report on service standards will be published later this month. For an update on the workforce development project go to: http://www.fastuk.org/atforum-educationNOSLatest.php
The Foundation for Assistive Technology (FAST) has published its annual report for 2005-2006, including its work to support the AT Forum. 

FAST continues to provide a comprehensive review of the state of research and development in AT in an annual report to Parliament for the Department of Health. This information is available to professionals and the public through FAST’s online database of research and development activity. The FAST website also features the only comprehensive listing of AT conferences and training events throughout the UK: www.fastuk.org
FAST helps to organise RAATE, the only UK conference focused on the latest developments in AT and AT services. Each year RAATE attracts a multi-professional, multi-agency audience, including therapists, rehabilitation and clinical engineers, teachers, researchers, suppliers and manufacturers. 

RAATE 2006, which includes a trade exhibition and a training day, takes place on the 27th and 28th November 2006 at the Birmingham Botanical Gardens. To register or submit papers, go to: http://raate.org.uk/
17. Care Closer to Home
Back to top
· The White Paper, “Our health, our care, our say”, set out a shift from acute hospital care to services delivered closer to home. The Department of Health has now announced £750 million of capital funding and a new type of joint venture company (“community ventures”) to help the NHS and local partners develop a new generation of community hospitals and facilities. 
Local people should be engaged in deciding how to develop services in the community or in the home, which could also involve social care and the independent and voluntary sectors.

As in the White Paper, the vision includes the development of “remote health technologies, often referred to as telehealth or telecare” and the role they can play “to support reductions in the use of hospital-based care”. The “Integrated Care Supported by Assistive Technology (ICAT)” programme will help “people with long-term conditions and the most complex needs retain their independence, improve their quality of life and reduce acute hospital use”. 
A demonstration ICAT project will begin by the end of 2006 and share early findings by the end of 2008. The guidance is at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4136930&chk=4flLx1
· The Department of Health’s Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) supports the improvement of health, housing and social care services in the community, including:

· telecare (http://www.icesdoh.org/doc_cat.asp?ID=6)

· the review of community equipment and wheelchair services (http://www.csed.org.uk/)

· communication aids (http://www.icesdoh.org)

· individual budgets pilots (http://individualbudgets.csip.org.uk/index.jsp)

· Partnerships for Older People Projects (http://www.changeagentteam.org.uk/index.cfm?pid=267)  

· CSIP has published a marketing brochure and leaflet about its current initiatives: http://www.csip.org.uk/index.cfm?fuseaction=main.viewItem&intItemID=94970&intSectionID=2363&intParentID=0
· An article in the Health Service Journal of 6 July described early progress in the NHS pilot projects which are testing the approach of the American provider, Kaiser Permanente, to reducing hospital bed days for people with long term conditions: www.hsj.co.uk
· The Department of Health has published figures showing that over 40% of all GP practices in England, have taken up an incentive payment to participate in practice based commissioning. This aims to give frontline staff a greater say in how health budgets are spent for their patients as “part of our aim to give patients much more access to convenient treatments, which are often closer to home:" http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=212418&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
· A new report from the NHS Alliance has shown how practice based commissioning can incentivise the development of community services, leading to fewer hospital admissions, shorter waiting times and cost savings:http://nhsalliance.org/media.asp?subsection=medpressreleases&prs=prs00267
18. Improving MS Services
Back to top
The first national audit of NHS services for MS, jointly commissioned by the Royal College of Physicians and the MS Trust, has looked at whether guidelines published by the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) in November 2003 are being implemented. The report finds that services have a low priority, criticises a lack of targets and monitoring, and concludes that: 

"Current service provision is of low quality and inadequate quantity. Most of the seven recommendations made in the NICE Guidelines are not complied with at present, there are few plans to change this, and the standard of data available within organisations would not allow them to monitor compliance or undertake change."

The report is at: http://www.mstrust.org.uk/news/article.jsp?id=1141
19. Improving Stroke Services
Back to top
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published the report “Reducing brain damage: faster access to better stroke care”. The report calls for stroke services to be given a higher priority, with earlier brain scans and better use of existing capacity to “prevent more strokes from occurring, to provide more rapid and responsive acute stroke treatment, and to coordinate post-acute support and rehabilitation services more effectively”. 
More specialist stroke units should be developed and there are insufficient nursing, therapist and other specialist staff with expertise in stroke care across the primary and secondary healthcare sectors: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmpubacc.htm
The Department of Health has accepted that it needs to do more to raise public and professional awareness of the seriousness of stroke, improve rapid access to brain scanning and appropriate treatment for stroke patients, deliver stroke care through organised stroke units, and provide high quality rehabilitation and coordinated post-acute support for patients and carers. 
It has established a Vascular Programme Board, which is now developing a stroke strategy: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HealthAndSocialCareTopics/Stroke/fs/en
NICE (the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) is developing clinical guidelines on the diagnosis and acute management of stroke and transient ischemic attacks: http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=295001
20. Patient Safety 
Back to top
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published the report “A safer place for patients: learning to improve patient safety”. The report finds that while there have been some improvements, under-reporting of incidents remains a problem and there is a question mark over the value for money being achieved by the National Patient Safety Agency. The report is at: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmpubacc.htm
The National Patient Safety Agency has launched a Clean Care programme – part of the Clean Hospitals campaign – to devise ways of improving cleanliness throughout the NHS: http://www.npsa.nhs.uk/
The Department of Health has published for consultation the draft “Code of Practice for the Prevention and Control of Healthcare Associated Infection”: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137288&chk=1O%2BE%2Bp
21. The NHS Reforms
Back to top
· The Department of Health has published “The Health Reform in England: update and commissioning framework”, building on “Health reform in England: update and next steps”, which was published in December 2005. 
The latest publication gives an overview of the current reforms and guidance on the development of commissioning to create an NHS where “patients have more choice as well as a real voice in the design of their services”. Primary care trusts will have to formally respond to public petitions if more than one per cent of the local community is unhappy with a particular health service.

The guidance aims to clarify the respective roles of GP practice-based commissioners, primary care trusts and strategic health authorities. It reaffirms the commitment to a “diverse provider base, including strong NHS foundation trusts, within a regulated framework, supported by the tariff system and good information” and to “a radical shift in emphasis, from top-down targets and performance management, to bottom-up leadership and innovation.” 

The guidance includes the first phase of a commissioning framework for PCTs and GP practices, covering the commissioning of hospital services. Other aspects of commissioning, including commissioning for primary care services, health and wellbeing, long-term conditions, and joint commissioning with local government, will be addressed in a second phase of the commissioning framework to be published in December 2006. This could include the development of community foundation trusts: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137226&chk=D2YSig
· The Department has also published “A Stronger Local Voice”, which sets out plans to replace patient forums with local involvement networks (LINks), to improve local involvement in health and social care services. 
LINks will be established for every local authority area with social services responsibilities and will “promote public accountability in health and social care through open and transparent communication with commissioners and providers”. LINks will establish a relationship with local authority overview and scrutiny committees (OSCs) and have the power to refer matters to OSCs: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137040&chk=U6PSmq
· Patricia Hewitt has clarified that there is “no question whatsoever of 'privatising' the NHS”. Although the Department of Health intends to place a national framework contract with suitably qualified providers for primary care trusts who wish to buy in management and support services, they cannot divest themselves of their core commissioning role. 
The advertisement in the Official Journal of the European Union on this was withdrawn because of drafting errors. Nor is there any “requirement or timetable for PCTs to divest themselves of provision." The press release is at: http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=211434&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=Fal
The revised OJEU advertisement is at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/ProcurementAndProposals/Tenders/RecentlyAwardedAndExistingTenders/fs/en
· For an update on Payment by Results, including how future development of the tariff could incentivise healthcare closer to people's homes, go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/NewsHome/NewsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137347&chk=TWfze7
· The 10 new strategic health authorities (reduced from 28) came into effect on 1 July. The next step is the establishment of fewer primary care trusts (PCTs) in October and the move towards more NHS foundation trusts: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4136689&chk=JTjop1
· The Chief Medical Officer has published his annual report for 2005. The report emphasises the importance of patient safety: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/AnnualReports/CMOAnnualReportsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137366&chk=IiXWXk
· David Nicholson, currently chief executive of NHS London, has been appointed the new NHS Chief Executive: http://www.dh.gov.uk/NewsHome/NewsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137459&chk=THaq1Q
· The Audit Commission has published the report, “Learning the Lessons from Financial Failure in the NHS”: http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=&ProdID=9BCDC50E-B139-46f8-B559-B890590FA40A&page=index.asp&area=hped
· The Health Service Journal of 6 July reported complaints by Britain’s five specialist orthopaedic NHS trusts that the payment by results tariff does not reflect the full costs of caring for complex cases: www.hsj.co.uk
· The Department of Health has published new data on the NHS' progress in reducing the waiting times for diagnostic tests. This will help the NHS in delivering the 18 week maximum wait from GP to treatment by 2008: http://www.gnn.gov.uk/environment/fullDetail.asp?ReleaseID=213730&NewsAreaID=2&NavigatedFromDepartment=False
22. Improving Social Care
Back to top
SCIE (the Social Care Institute for Excellence) has published papers on the involvement of users and carers in the improvement of social care services: http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/details.asp?pubID=90
SCIE has launched a consultation into how social care research can be improved: http://www.scie.org.uk/news/mediareleases/2006/040706.asp
Support from social care agencies to enable people to live at home in the advent of a disability or long-term health condition is a key expectation of the British public according to an Ipsos MORI survey, commissioned by the Disability Rights Commission (DRC), the Equal Opportunities Commission and Carers UK: http://www.drc-gb.org/newsroom/news_releases/2006/survey_on_public_attitudes_to.aspx
To contribute to “Options for Excellence”, the review of the social care workforce being led jointly by the Department of Health and the Department for Education and Skills, go to: downloading the questionnaire
23. The Future of Local Government
Back to top
“Central and local government must now move into an era of mutual trust”, according to Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Ruth Kelly. 

In her keynote speech to the Local Government Association conference in Bournemouth, Ms Kelly announced the direction she wants to head in the build up to the Local Government White Paper, which will be published in the autumn. Ms Kelly outlined a shift from the “top down State” to the “trusting state”, from “earned autonomy” to “presumed autonomy”, from a “process-driven” system to a “people-driven” one.

The key points were:

· citizens who are informed, engaged and, wherever possible, have choice over the services they use and the way they use them;

· neighbourhoods should be able to get things done in their areas with empowered communities, able to run local community centres or  facilities if they so wish and can do it well; 

· self-confident  local authorities playing a key strategic and scrutiny role with respect to public services and other activity in their area;

· Government departments that realise that their job is to set clear frameworks for delivery and reporting, not to interfere and micro-manage.

The speech is at: http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2194
A letter to the Prime Minister from Ruth Kelly outlines the key priorities for her Department: http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501559
The Government has awarded £1.2million to drive “digital innovation” in local communities, including an online health monitoring service in Bristol: http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2200
24. Efficiency and Value for Money
Back to top
The House of Commons Public Accounts Committee has published the report, “Progress in improving government efficiency”, evaluating the Government’s claims for efficiency gains following the Gershon review. The report concludes that the claims need “further verification” and that “greater assurance is needed that the quality of public services is not being adversely affected”: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmpubacc.htm
The Treasury has published the report “Releasing the resources to meet the challenges ahead: value for money in the 2007 Comprehensive Spending Review”, setting out progress on the implementation of the current efficiency programme and the Government’s strategy for further value for money improvements over the CSR07 period: http://www.hm-treasury.gov.uk/spending_review/spend_csr07/spend_crs07_resources.cfm
25. Services for Older People
Back to top
· A census of care home residents in England by the CCC coalition has found increasing numbers of residents with high levels of dependency, including mobility problems, incontinence, loss of mental functioning and combinations of these, with an overlap in the types of needs between residential and nursing care: http://www.counselandcare.org.uk/
· The Department for Communities and Local Government has published the report, “The Social Exclusion of Older People: Future Trends and Policies”, based on evidence from the first wave of the English Longitudinal Study of Ageing (ELSA). The report examines how the landscape of social exclusion it reveals is likely to change over the next five to 15 years and highlights the most promising policy options in seeking to combat social exclusion among older people: http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501126
· The Department of Work and Pensions has launched eight local LinkAge Plus pilots, one-stop-shops for people aged 50 and over. These will enable people to access a whole range of services such as help with housing and access to transport, health services, employment advice and information about volunteering opportunities. 
The pilots are part of Opportunity Age, the Government’s strategy for older people.  John Hutton, Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, the Government’s Older People’s Champion, oversees implementation of the strategy: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2006/jul/pens063-030706.asp
· The Local Government Association is campaigning for a fairer, more sustainable system of care for older people: http://www.lga.gov.uk/Publication.asp?lsection=59&id=SXB2A8-A783B751&ccat=952
· The Older People's Advocacy Alliance UK has published the directory, “Mapping Older People’s Advocacy in the English Regions”: www.opaal.org.uk
26. Services for Children and Young People
Back to top
· The Economic Secretary to the Treasury, Ed Balls, and the Schools Minister, Andrew Adonis, have launched a consultation on the Government’s Policy review of Children and Young People, which includes a review of services for disabled children. This will inform decisions in next year’s Comprehensive Spending Review on what further steps can be taken to improve the life chances of children and young people: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/pns/DisplayPN.cgi?pn_id=2006_0099
· The House of Commons Education and Skills Committee has published a report on provision for children with Special Educational Needs (SEN), calling the system “not fit for purpose”. While recognising that “many children are receiving the education they need in an appropriate setting”, the report highlights “the difficulties faced by a large number of parents for whom the system is failing to meet the needs of their children”. 
The Committee calls for the Government to clarify its position on inclusion (specifically whether children should be educated in mainstream or specialist schools) and to provide national strategic direction for the future, backed up by a national framework of minimum standards. These should include access to therapy provision and other health provision for those children that need it: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200506/cmselect/cmeduski/478/47802.htm
· The report by Ofsted, “Inclusion: does it matter where pupils are taught?” examined the factors that promote good outcomes across a range of different provision for pupils with learning difficulties and disabilities. It found effective provision was distributed equally between mainstream and special schools when key factors such as high quality, specialist teachers and a commitment by leaders to create opportunities to include all pupils were in place. However, more good or outstanding provision existed in additionally resourced mainstream schools: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=story&id=48
· Schools Minister, Andrew Adonis, has announced 14 new SEN specialist schools to join the 12 SEN trailblazer schools already established: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/localauthorities/index.cfm?action=content&contentID=1756&news
· The Children’s Commissioner for England has published a report on his first year of work and outlined areas of work for 2006/7: http://www.dfes.gov.uk/localauthorities/index.cfm?action=content&contentID=1999&news
· Research by the disability organisation Scope has found “an endemic lack of choice for parents of disabled children”. For more on this and a Scope conference on educating disabled children go to: http://www.scope.org.uk/cgi-bin/np/viewnews.cgi?id=1150983760
· The Department for Education and Skills has published the booklet “Making It Happen” to support the delivery of effective, integrated frontline services, with real-life examples from frontline staff. The booklet focuses on key elements of the Every Child Matters agenda and shows how the separate initiatives work together: www.ecm.gov.uk
· As part of Every Child Matters: Change for Children, the Government wants to see a range of “extended services” offered in and around all schools by 2010, including “swift and easy referral to specialised support services” to foster more integrated working between health professionals, schools and other children’s services. The Training and Development Agency for Schools (TDA) is supporting the development of extended services: http://www.tda.gov.uk/remodelling/extendedschools.aspx
· The Children’s Workforce Development Council (CWDC) has published the CWDC Induction Standards, setting out what workers should know, understand and be able to do within six months of starting work. The standards will be implemented in children’s social care services from September onwards: http://www.cwdcouncil.org.uk/news/detail.asp?news=CWDC+to+pilot+new+Induction+Standards
27. Rights for Disabled People
Back to top
· The Government has announced a major review of policy on independent living for disabled people during the second reading of Lord Ashley’s Disabled Persons (Independent Living) Bill in Parliament. 

The cross-Government Independent Living Review will identify the “practical next steps” needed to provide “creative solutions to the many obstacles faced by disabled people”. The project will be led by a team in the Government's Office for Disability Issues, with Jenny Morris as its Executive Director, and steered by an Independent Living Expert Panel, chaired by Dame Jane Campbell. 
The review will initially take 12 months, reporting in Summer 2007, and will:

· Bring together the views and experience of officials from central and local Government, disabled people and organisations of disabled people. 

· Develop imaginative new solutions in the areas of health, social care, transport, employment and housing. 

· Develop thinking on the relationship between independent living and individual budgets. 

· Make practical proposals for activity to support independent living. 

The announcement is at: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2006/jul/fmc078.asp
· The  Office for Disability Issues (ODI) has published its first annual report to the Prime Minister, detailing the progress that is being made towards realising the Government's ambitious vision for real equality for disabled people by 2025, including the development of individual budgets.  Welcoming the report, the Prime Minister said: 

“ For too long, disabled people have been marginalised in our society. They have found themselves denied the chance to exercise choice and control over their lives and, too often, been excluded from the workplace. The Government is determined to put that right.” 

The report is at: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/mediacentre/pressreleases/2006/jul/drc28-130706.asp
The Individual Budgets Pilot Programme website is at: http://individualbudgets.csip.org.uk/index.jsp
· The Government’s Office for Disability Issues is looking for disabled people to become members of Equality 2025 – the UK Advisory Network on Disability Equality. The Network will be a new way for disabled people and those with long-term health problems to talk to the Government about the issues that are important to them: http://www.equality2025.co.uk
· The Department for Communities and Local Government has published the report, “Able Authorities?”,  examining how well local authorities in England are performing in addressing disability issues in relation to their core activities: http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1501795
· The Disability Rights Commission has published “Making the Duty Work”, guidance for disabled people and their organisations on the Disability Equality Duty which applies to public bodies from December. As well as covering what the duty means as a whole, the guidance explains how disabled people and their organisations can ensure they are involved in public decision making: http://www.drc.org.uk/library/publications/disability_equality_duty.aspx
The Disability Rights Commission’s annual report is at: www.drc.org.uk
· The Government has published its Welfare Reform Bill and announced the national roll-out of the Pathways to Work scheme. The Bill contains powers to replace incapacity benefit with a new Employment Support Allowance: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/aboutus/news/#welfarebill
The Bill has been criticised by Age Concern: http://www.ace.org.uk/AgeConcern/70FBCAFC54E24E06A0505C5B1F685E1F.asp
· The Department of Work and Pensions has published an independent report into the future of Remploy, which will be given financial support to help it modernise: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/aboutus/news/
· The Dare Foundation and ACE Centre Oxford have published a report on the “RITE” project, which explored the experiences of young disabled people who have the academic ability to study at college and university and who require high levels of personal and communication support for everyday life: http://www.darefoundation.org/whatwedo/index.aspx?id=158
· The charity, John Grooms, has published the report “Young, disabled and forgotten”,  an assessment of the state of current disability services and policy in the UK: http://www.johngrooms.org.uk/page.asp?id=933
28. Governance and Regulation
Back to top
· The self-assessments by the boards of all NHS trusts in England against the 24 core standards in the “Standards for Better Health” are available on the Healthcare Commission website. These public declarations covering 2005/06 will now be cross-checked by the Commission: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/serviceproviderinformation/annualhealthcheck/howitworks/corestandards/howtrustsassessedthemselves.cfm
Following concern about services in Cornwall, the Healthcare Commission and Commission for Social Care Inspection will carry out a national audit and inspection of all NHS and independent healthcare providers of learning disability services: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk//newsandevents/pressreleases.cfm?cit_id=4053&FAArea1=customWidgets.content_view_1&usecache=false
· Statutory regulations for care homes, domiciliary care agencies and adult placement schemes have changed, allowing the Commission for Social Care Inspection to introduce a self-assessment scheme for these services: http://www.csci.org.uk/about_csci/news/regulations_pave_the_way_for_s.aspx
The Commission for Social Care Inspection has published its annual report for 2005-06: http://www.csci.org.uk/about_csci/news.aspx
· NICE (the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence) has published a clinical guideline on the management of atrial fibrillation: http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=cg36
NICE has published for consultation a clinical guideline on the care and support of people with dementia and their carers. The guideline is being developed collaboratively with the Social Care Institute for Excellence (SCIE), for use in the NHS and social care in England and Wales: http://www.nice.nhs.uk/page.aspx?o=315284
· The Department of Health is consulting on the proposals for regulation put forward by the Chief Medical Officer in “Good doctors, safer patients”, and on the options outlined in the parallel review of non-medical regulation: http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137231&chk=/Ee/%2Bi
· The Parliamentary and Health Service Ombudsman has published her annual report for 2005/06. Many NHS cases related to continuing care: http://www.ombudsman.org.uk/about_us/our_plans/annual_reports/ar06/index.html
· The Audit Commission has published its “Annual review 2005/06”: http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/NATIONAL-REPORT.asp?CategoryID=ENGLISH%5E573%5ESUBJECT%5E17%5EREPORTS-AND-DATA%5EAC-REPORTS&ProdID=128F5852-4BC4-42fc-841F-12A2F85F07C6&page=index.asp&area=hped
· The Cabinet Office is consulting on proposals to revise the regulatory impact assessment process: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=30063&heading=e-mail+alert
29. The Voluntary and Community Sector
Back to top
· The Department of Health has published practical advice for primary care trusts on how to make the most of voluntary, community and charity organisations when commissioning local services. The report from the Third Sector Commissioning Task Force calls for longer-term contracts, full cost recovery and a reduced regulatory burden. It also offers tips to local organisations on how to successfully bid for PCT contracts: http://www.dh.gov.uk/NewsHome/NewsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137018&chk=/rHfIB
· A new report commissioned by the Public and Commercial Services Union says charities are becoming multi-million pound businesses due to the growing number of services contracted out to them by the state: http://www.cafonline.org/Default.aspx?page=11498
· The Charities Aid Foundation has published “Charity Trends 2006”, a new study analysing major patterns in the changing world of charitable giving: http://www.cafonline.org/Default.aspx?page=11488
· The Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations (ACEVO) has launched an inquiry into how voluntary sector leaders measure the success of their organisations: http://www.cafonline.org/Default.aspx?page=11505
· The Media Trust helps charities communicate and provides volunteering opportunities for media professionals: http://www.mediatrust.org/index.html
· The Commission on Unclaimed Assets has published a consultation paper on setting up a “Social Investment Bank" to help the third sector tackle poverty and exclusion: http://www.unclaimedassets.org.uk/press.php
30. News in Brief
Back to top
Stoma and Incontinence Appliances
The Department of Health has published a further consultation on the arrangements for the provision of stoma and incontinence appliances and related support services to patients under Part IX of the Drug Tariff:
http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/LiveConsultations/LiveConsultationsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4137522&chk=SF1DSW
New Product Guide from RNIB
RNIB has launched its “New Product Guide”, a new bi-monthly publication with information on accessible products from RNIB and other news and events: http://www.rnib.org.uk/xpedio/groups/public/documents/publicwebsite/public_welcomehome1.hcsp 
Housing Adaptations
Care & Repair Cymru has reported to the Welsh Assembly Government on savings to the NHS through its Rapid Response Adaptations Programme: http://www.careandrepair.org.uk/1453.html  
Supporting People Strategy
The Department for Communities and Local Government has published a document setting out preliminary conclusions and areas for further work, which will lead to the development of a strategy for the Supporting People programme of housing-related support: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=29881&heading=e-mail+alert
Allied Health Professionals
The Chief Health Professions Officer’s conference on 5 July brought together allied health professionals from around the country, who heard from Patricia Hewitt and other speakers: www.chpoconference.co.uk 

To receive the Department of Health’s AHP bulletin by e-mail, send your details to bulletin.subscriptions@dh.gsi.gov.uk
NHS Charges
The Health Committee has published a report on NHS charges for clinical and non-clinical services, including prescriptions and eye tests, calling the system a “mess” and urging a “major review”: http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmhealth.htm#reports
Science and Innovation Framework
The Department of Trade and Industry has published “Science and Innovation Investment Framework 2004-2014: Annual Report 2006”: http://www.dti.gov.uk/science/science-funding/framework/page9306.html
Blue Badge Scheme
The Government is bringing into force new powers for the inspection of blue badges in England to stem the abuse of disabled people’s parking spaces: http://www.dft.gov.uk/stellent/groups/dft_mobility/documents/page/dft_mobility_611999.hcsp  
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