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The News Bulletin is provided as a resource for AT Forum members and to highlight issues affecting AT provision for a wider audience.  FAST acts as the secretariat for the AT Forum and welcomes any contributions about significant national developments for possible inclusion. 
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16. Update on AT Forum Services
Back to top
Keren Down, Director of the Foundation for Assistive Technology (FAST), this week launched an appeal to subscribers of the AT Forum email bulletin and to supporters of the Forum to advise on future funding options for the Forum. 

FAST acts as the secretariat for the AT Forum which has been funded through Department of Health Section 64 funding since April 2002. By bringing together a coalition of representatives of service users and carers, policy makers, service providers and industry, the Forum’s work has been recognised as exceptional in the field. 

Work around education, standards and information provision, which has opened up dialogue with service providers and policy makers, has substantially raised the profile of AT services. This has been supplemented by distribution of the free monthly email bulletin which is widely regarded as an essential tool for professionals across all sectors in the field.

The Forum's pivotal role in drawing together a wide range of stakeholders to develop a coherent approach to mapping and developing national occupational standards in AT, contained in the recent report 'Assistive Technology - an education, a career, a partnership', demonstrates the need for a strategic coalition who can provide leadership on AT matters. 

Keren Down, FAST's Director notes that the decision by the Department of Health not to provide funding to the AT Forum after March 2006, through Section 64 grant funding, raises a wider problem affecting the field: “There is a growing concern that the funding crisis at the Department of Health is further reducing funding for voluntary sector organisations working in the field of Assistive Technology. With available funds being directed towards acute healthcare, support to maintain people's independence at home, work which is underpinned by voluntary sector activity, appears to be disappearing off the funding map.”

Without further funding after March 2006, continued provision of the free email bulletin is in doubt. The AT Forum requires approximately £35,000 per year to carry out a full programme of work. If you can suggest potential sources of funding, or funding strategies, to enable the continuation of the Forum's work, including the provision of the free monthly email bulletin, please contact Keren Down on: keren@fastuk.org, or info@fastuk.org or call 0207 253 3303.  

For further information on the work of the Forum see: http://www.fastuk.org/atforum.php.

To download the report “Assistive Technology - an education, a career, a partnership” go to: http://www.fastuk.org/atforum-educationNOSLatest.php
17. The CSIP Wheelchair Project
Back to top
As we reported in October, the Department of Health’s Care Services Improvement Partnership (www.csip.org.uk) has launched the “Wheelchair Project” to improve wheelchair services, building on the work of the Wheelchair Services Collaborative and led by Bernadette Simpson. 
Issues to be explored include the rationale for providing wheelchair services, commissioning, finance, service provision and partnership working. The project is now organising six regional “listening and learning events” in February and March for service users of all ages, carers, staff from all aspects of the services, managers and commissioners, and related professionals from the voluntary, public and independent sectors. These will inform a final report on services later in 2006. 

[For details of the regional events, download a flyer from the FAST website at http://www.fastuk.org/Events/CSIPWheelchairFlyer.doc or contact Tracey Bond at CSIP: Tracey.Bond@cat.csip.org.uk and Bernadette Simpson at Bernadette@icesdoh.org]

18. Developing Telecare Services
Back to top
The latest newsletter from the Telecare Alliance, an independent consultancy, featured a survey into the readiness of English councils to implement telecare services. 

The survey revealed that three-quarters of English social services had not started to develop a local strategy for telecare six months before the Preventative Technology Grant, which is to be made available in April 2006. These results contrasted with the level of interest and appreciation of telecare’s potential that appeared to exist. 

The report is on the Telecare Alliance website at: www.telecarealliance.co.uk/briefingpapers.html
To receive the Telecare Alliance newsletter email sonja.green@telecarealliance.co.uk
The Department of Health’s Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP) is also working to support the implementation of telecare. The CSIP Team involved in supporting the telecare initiative includes Ian Salt, Jeremy Porteus (Chair of Telecare Advisory Group), Rachel Denton, Denise Gillie and Mike Clark. The team can be contacted at telecare@icesdoh.org and its website is www.icesdoh.org/telecare
The latest CSIP telecare newsletter includes items on business case models, procurement, updating the telecare implementation guide and factsheets, and consulting with users. To receive the newsletter register at: http://www.icesdoh.org/register.asp. 

Information is also available through CSIP’s Housing Learning Improvement Network (LIN) at http://changeagentteam.org.uk/index.cfm?pid=10.
19. Providing Communication Aids
Back to top
The Government’s Communication Aids Project for children is due to end in March 2006.
The SCOPE website now has full details of the campaign it is leading to improve the provision of communication aids. “Speak for Yourself” is a campaign to ensure “that people with communication impairments get the technology and on-going training and support they need to communicate”. 

It believes that Government should “lay the foundations for permanent provision of assessment, equipment and support for people of all ages based on the following principles:

· Establish a statutory right to communication equipment, including the right to an expert assessment and on-going training and support to make best use of the equipment.

· Increase funding for communication equipment, particularly for those people who require high-cost, complex equipment, and ring-fence the money so it isn’t spent on other things.

· Establish a joined-up communication aids service, with national standards, that supports people of all ages and works closely with other agencies and service providers to promote maximum independence for each individual.”

For more information and background briefing, go to: http://www.scope.org.uk/issues/communication.shtml
For the “Getting Started” pack on communication aids published by the Care Services Improvement Partnership, go to:
www.icesdoh.org/doc.asp?ID=38
For Communication Matters, the charity for people concerned with augmentative and alternative communication, go to: http://www.communicationmatters.org.uk/index.html
20. Technology and Inclusion
Back to top
The Alliance for Digital Inclusion (ADI), a pan-industry body focusing on the impact of information and communication technology on our society, has appointed a consortium led by RNID to research the use of information and communication technology (ICT) by disabled people: http://www.rnid.org.uk/mediacentre/press/2005/access_technology.htm
The BBC and the computing and disability charity, AbilityNet, have launched a new site to help people with disability get the most out of the World Wide Web. “My Web, My Way” is at http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
The Cabinet Office has published “eAccessibility of public sector services in the European Union”, a comprehensive report on accessibility of government online services across the European Union (EU) drawn up by a consortium led by the Royal National Institute of the Blind: http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/newsroom/news_releases/2005/051124_eaccessibility.asp
The Government announced in December that local authorities would be over 97% e-enabled by the turn of the year: http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2052
21. The NHS Reforms
Back to top
Health Secretary Patricia Hewitt has set out a two-year programme for the next stages of NHS reform and launched the publication of “Reform of the NHS in England: Update and Next Steps”, a handbook for the NHS on how to deliver the reforms: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4124485&chk=WdN7Z5
The latest half-year report from Sir Nigel Crisp, the NHS Chief Executive, points to improvements in hospital waiting times and in cancer and coronary heart disease services, but acknowledges the challenge represented by changes such as choice of hospital and payment by results: http://www.dh.gov.uk/NewsHome/NewsArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4124299&chk=cPsWlB
The Health Service Journal of 8 December included an interview with Sir Nigel about his report and the NHS’s current financial problems: www.hsj.co.uk
From 1 January 2006, all eligible patients needing a first hospital appointment will be given the choice of at least four hospitals or other providers by their GP; in some cases this will be supported by manual booking procedures because of delays in the implementation of Choose and Book - the electronic appointment booking system: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/PatientChoice/Choice/fs/en
The latest “Hospital Guide” from the independent organisation Dr Foster includes analysis of trends in healthcare as well as information about local hospitals to support choice: http://www.drfoster.co.uk/hospitalReport/
Strategic health authorities (SHAs) have begun local consultations on the future shape and number of primary care trusts and SHAs: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/PressReleases/PressReleasesNotices/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4123950&chk=vkqAX2
Updates on “Commissioning a Patient-led NHS” are available at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/OrganisationPolicy/Commissioning/CommissioningAPatientledNHS/fs/en
The Health Service Journal of 8 December included a supplement on commissioning and the role of primary care trusts: www.goodmanagement-hsj.co.uk/commissioning
22. Regulation and Inspection
Back to top
The Healthcare Commission has begun visits and spot checks at almost 120 NHS trusts to ensure compliance with the Government’s core standards for health services  (“Standards for Better Health”), following trusts’ declarations under the new ‘annual health check’: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/NewsAndEvents/PressReleases/PressReleaseDetail/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4021668&chk=KOVtJB
The Healthcare Commission has launched a consultation on its work programme for 2006/2007, which includes aligning assessment of the NHS and independent sectors,  engaging with patients and the public, and further work on the annual health check to ensure that NHS organisations are making progress against the Government’s developmental standards for services: http://www.healthcarecommission.org.uk/ContactUs/RespondToAConsultation/CurrentConsultations/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4021633&amp;chk=i3NqHz
The Department of Health’s Healthcare Standards Unit also supports the implementation of the core and developmental standards in “Standards for Better Health”, working with NHS partners and providing interpretative information on its website: www.hcsu.org.uk
The King’s Fund has published “Regulating Health Care: The Way Forward”: http://www.kingsfund.org.uk/resources/publications/regulating.html
The Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) has published its annual star ratings for 2005 of social care services for children and adults provided by local councils in 2004/05. More services improved this year than last year but more councils went down by one star than in 2004: http://www.csci.org.uk/default.htm
CSCI's first annual report on the “State of Social Care in England” warns that social care services are struggling to meet people's needs but notes significant increases in the provision of equipment and adaptations: http://www.csci.org.uk/about_csci/news/state_social_care_2005.htm
The latest report from the Audit Commission on its ‘comprehensive performance assessments’ of the full range of council services reveals that most councils in England are performing well and continuing to improve: http://www.audit-commission.gov.uk/reports/PRESS-RELEASE.asp?CategoryID=PRESS-CENTRE&ProdID=7A03FC45-2F61-4751-937A-21C60A4D7528&page=index.asp&area=hped
The Government is reviewing the regulation of public services and has already announced that the inspectorates of public services are to be rationalised from 11 to 4, covering:

1) health and adult social care 

2) children and learners

3) justice and community safety 

4) other local services.

The Healthcare Commission and the Commission for Social Care Inspection are to be merged into a single inspectorate for health and adult social care. 
Education Secretary Ruth Kelly has announced that there will be a single inspectorate for services relating to children, young people and adult learners, with Ofsted becoming the Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills and incorporating the children's social care remit of the Commission for Social Care Inspection: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/strategy/inspection/?asset=News&id=35271
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has published a consultation paper on the inspection of local services and the role of the Audit Commission beyond 2008: http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2013

23. Implementing NICE Guidance
Back to top
The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) has published a practical guide to implementing NICE guidance, “How to put NICE guidance into practice”, which will help NHS organisations comply with “Standards for Better Health” and meet the expectations of the Healthcare Commission: www.nice.org.uk/implementation.

The Health Service Journal of 1 December (www.hsj.co.uk) included a supplement on implementing NICE guidance. 

NICE has also published the final version of its report, “Social Value Judgements - Principles for the development of NICE guidance”: http://www.nice.org.uk/page.aspx?o=283500

24. New Deal for Medical Research
Back to top
The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Gordon Brown, and the Health Secretary, Patricia Hewitt, have set out measures to improve the nation's health and increase the nation's wealth by making the UK a world-class environment for medical research, development and innovation through a programme of investment and reforms. 
The aim is to enable high quality and cost-effective medical advances to be discovered and developed quickly, cheaply and reliably. This follows the recent Department of Health consultation on the strategy “Best Research for Best Health”.

The new framework includes: 

· a commitment to implement key measures proposed in “Best Research for Best Health”, including the establishment of a new National Institute for Health Research to join up the existing institutions and efforts within the broader National Health Service, together with new support for medical research centres of excellence, and a boost to clinical academic careers; 

· a new commitment to develop the capability within the NHS National IT System to facilitate, strictly within the bounds of patient confidentiality, the recruitment of patients to clinical trials and the gathering of data to support groundbreaking work on the health of the population and the effectiveness of health interventions; and 

· a series of further reforms to improve performance and streamline unnecessary regulatory procedures that hold back the research community, including a single, IT-based data portal to ensure researchers only encounter procedures and input data once, and national roll-out of a number of model agreements to standardize approvals and permissions. 

The announcement is at: http://www.gnn.gov.uk/Content/Detail.asp?ReleaseID=180097&NewsAreaID=2
The Secretary of State for Health will announce further details early in 2006, when the Department of Health publishes the Government's health R&D strategy. For a summary of the responses to the consultation on “Best Research for Best Health” go to: http://www.dh.gov.uk/Consultations/ResponsesToConsultations/ResponsesToConsultationsDocumentSummary/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4124392&chk=ZHuu/w

25. Local Government News
Back to top
The Government has announced the funding settlement for local authorities in England, which, for the first time, covers a two-year period. Local authorities will receive more than £62 billion in Government grant in 2006/7 and £65bn for 2007/08 - an increase of 4.5% and 5% in those years.

The Government will work with local authorities to address spending pressures over the next two years, focusing particularly on pay, adult social care and waste: http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2032
For an article on local government reorganisation by Minister of Communities and Local Government David Miliband go to: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=27132&heading=e-mail+alert
Sir Michael Lyons has published a consultation paper and interim report on his independent inquiry into the role, function and funding of local government: http://www.odpm.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1162563
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister has published a consultation document on the future role of local strategic partnerships (LSPs), which bring together councils and other local partners, including representatives of the private, voluntary and community sectors: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=27267&heading=e-mail+alert
The Integrated Care Network has published an advisory note outlining the nature of Local Strategic Partnerships (LSP) and their relationship to Local Area Agreements (LAA): http://www.integratedcarenetwork.gov.uk/homepage.php

26. Services for Children and Young People
Back to top
The Department of Education and Skills’ Disabled Children team produces a regular newsletter about developments at national level on disabled children's policy. To receive these contact Ajmal.Chaudhry@dfes.gsi.gov.uk
The Department of Health and Department of Education and Skills have launched a guide to help children with complex disabilities receive better, more co-ordinated education, health and social care. The “Complex Disability Exemplar”, which is one of a series to support the National Service Framework for children’s and maternity services, is at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4123814&chk=cbcvDT
The Council for Disabled Children has published “Including Me”, a guide for local authorities, schools, early years settings and health providers on managing complex health needs. To obtain the guide email: cdc@ncb.org.uk  
The Department for Education and Skills has published guidance for teachers and local education authorities on the implications of very early identification of deafness through screening of newborn children for existing service delivery to the families of deaf children of pre-school age: http://www.info4local.gov.uk/searchreport.asp?id=27046&heading=e-mail+alert
Ofsted and the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) have published their first joint annual performance assessments (APAs) of English councils’ education and social care functions as part of a new  system for the integrated inspection, assessment and review of services for children and young people: http://www.ofsted.gov.uk/news/index.cfm?fuseaction=story&id=20
A national evaluation of children’s trusts has published a report on the first year of its three-year programme: http://www.everychildmatters.gov.uk/strategy/childrenstrustpathfinders/nationalevaluation

The Social Exclusion Unit has launched a webpage on its work to help disadvantaged children and young people, with links to useful publications and websites: http://www.socialexclusion.gov.uk/page.asp?id=2

27. Services for People with Learning Disabilities
Back to top
The Department of Health has published “Valuing People: Making things better - The Government’s Annual Report on Learning Disability 2005”: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4123868&chk=fST8Ac
Health Minister Liam Byrne has announced that the Department is to appoint a person with learning disabilities to work as co-Director alongside the current National Director for Learning Disabilities Rob Greig: http://www.dh.gov.uk/NewsHome/Speeches/SpeechesList/SpeechesArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4123775&chk=%2BNffk6

28. Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People
Back to top
The Government has launched the new Office for Disability Issues, implementing one of the key recommendations of the Prime Minister’s Strategy Unit report, “Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People”.

The Office will be the focal point within government to coordinate disability policy across all departments, help implement other recommendations in the report, and support the Minister for Disabled People, Anne McGuire.

The website http://www.officefordisability.gov.uk/ has a message from the Minister and information about work across Government, including:

· the development of a National Forum for Organisations of Disabled People;

· a project on the information needs of disabled people;

· pilot projects on individual budgets (see last bulletin for the Department of Health announcement).

From 5 December 2005, legal protection against discrimination was extended to thousands more disabled people under a wider definition of disability in the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA) 2005. Details are available on the Disability Rights Commission (DRC) website: www.drc-gb.org
The DDA 2005 also includes a new disability equality duty for public sector organisations which comes into effect in December 2006. The Disability Rights Commission has published statutory codes of practice on this duty, which can be viewed on the DRC website at: http://www.drc.org.uk/businessandservices/publicsectordutycodes.asp.

The Department for Work and Pensions website provides a “quick guide” to the Disability Discrimination Act for employers at: http://www.dwp.gov.uk/employers/dda/

The Scottish Executive Health Department and the Disability Rights Commission have launched a new initiative “Fair for all – Disability” to show health practitioners and managers how to go beyond compliance with the law and achieve best practice in promoting the rights, independence, choice and inclusion of disabled people as health service users and members of the community: www.fairforalldisability.org.


Three out of every ten disabled adults of working age are living in poverty in Britain – a higher proportion than a decade ago and double the rate among non-disabled adults, according to the latest progress report on social exclusion for the Joseph Rowntree Foundation. “Monitoring Poverty and Social Exclusion in the UK 2005” is at: http://www.jrf.org.uk/pressroom/releases/131205.asp
Disabled people are among those disadvantaged by the complexity of the benefits system according to a report from the National Audit Office: http://www.nao.org.uk/pn/05-06/0506592.htm

29. The Voluntary and Community Sector
Back to top
The Association of Chief Executives of Voluntary Organisations has published “The End of the Affair? Public Trust in the Management of Charities”. The report warns of a “dissonance between some of the values associated with the sector, including its independence, and its increasing role in the delivery of services on behalf of the government”: http://www.acevo.org.uk/main/publications.php?content=pubcatalog

The voluntary sector consultancy nfpSynergy has published the report, “The 21st Century Volunteer - A report on the changing face of volunteering in the 21st Century”: http://www.nfpsynergy.net/freereports/freereportsandarticles/?PHPSESSID=dbe9b1f7a0436862e89de99b14d49204
30. News in Brief
Back to top
Healthcare Industries Task Force Report
During the work of the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF), industry and Government agreed that it was important to measure the extent of the medical devices industry, and its performance and progress. An initial set of “Industry Metrics” was published as Annex D to the HITF report. These have now been updated to the end of 2003 or (in a few cases) 2004: http://www.advisorybodies.doh.gov.uk/hitf/
New Accessibility Guide
The Centre for Accessible Environments has published the “Access Audit Handbook”, a new multimedia planning tool for auditing the accessibility of buildings and services and writing reports in appropriate formats in the context of the Disability Discrimination Act (DDA): http://www.cae.org.uk/News.html
New Phone-based Hearing Test
A phone-based hearing test has been launched to try to persuade an estimated 4m people that they could benefit from a hearing aid. The Royal National Institute for Deaf People (RNID) says people are losing their hearing but doing nothing about it and hopes to change their attitudes through its “Breaking the Sound Barrier” campaign: http://www.rnid.org.uk/
Children’s Commissioner Meets Whizz-Kidz
The Whizz-Kidz’ Kidz Board met Al Aynsley-Green, the Children’s Commissioner for England, on 3rd December: http://www.whizz-kidz.org.uk/Page.asp?wk8734gd_120364588096
Innovation and Improvement
The NHS Institute for Innovation and Improvement has published its initial work programmes and priorities up to April 2006, including improving the management of long-term conditions: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4124701&chk=sWQm1s
Intermediate Care
An article in Community Care on 8 December reported on some recent evaluations of the role and effectiveness of intermediate care services: http://www.communitycare.co.uk/Articles/2005/12/08/52055/Someone+to+expect+each+day.html?key=INTERMEDIATE+AND+CARE
Back to Top
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