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16. Health Committee Report on New  Medical Technologies
Back to top
The House of Commons Health Committee has published the report, “The Use of New Medical Technologies within the NHS”. 
Issues covered include:

· the utilisation of telemedicine (including telecare);

· the recommendations of the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF) Report, including the move of the Device Evaluation Service from MHRA to PASA (see separate news item);

· the speed of, and barriers to, the introduction of new technologies;

· the effectiveness and cost benefit of new technologies.

The report recommends:

· assessments for telecare systems in the home which take into account the recipient’s needs and wishes, privacy and confidentiality, and the maintenance of human contact;

· improved techniques for determining the cost-effectiveness of new technologies;

· nationally approved standards for the commissioning of new technologies;

· stronger links between health and social services to roll out these technologies in community settings;

· greater engagement of clinical champions for new technologies;

· training to enable greater benefits to be derived from new technologies;

· the Government should address problems in procurement, including the inability to move money between budgets; 

· the Government should address the NHS preference for short-term savings as opposed to long-term advantages for patients.

The report is at:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmhealth.htm
17. Transfer of Device Evaluation Service from MHRA to PASA
Back to top
The Device Evaluation Service (DES) transferred from the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) to the NHS Purchasing and Supply Agency (PASA) on the 1st April. 

This follows a recommendation in the report by the Healthcare Industries Task Force (HITF), which was accepted by Government. The design of a new DES is underway and a workshop to consult stakeholders is planned for May. The head of the DES continues to be Sue Wilkin (Sue.Wilkin@mhra.gsi.gov.uk) 

FAST has submitted a paper to DES on assistive technology evaluation on behalf of the Assistive Technology Forum. This is available at: 
http://www.fastuk.org/atforum-information.php  

A full list of disability equipment assessment reports continues to be available at:

http://devices.mhra.gov.uk/mda/mdawebsitev2.nsf/webvwMDASafetyWarnings/05343462CDC7400880256FD300319051?OPEN
Recent Medical Device Alerts cover mobile electric patient hoists (MDA/2005/024) and the incorrect fitting of posture belts attached to wheelchairs and seating (MDA/2005/025). 

These are available at: 

http://www.medical-devices.gov.uk/ 

MHRA has also published “DB 2005(02): Adverse Incident Reports 2004”. This Device Bulletin gives an overview of medical device related adverse incident reports received by the MHRA in 2004, records recent developments in adverse incident reporting systems and reviews activity in the MHRA’s specialist technical units, including those for primary and community care and wheeled mobility and seating. 

The Bulletin is at: 

http://devices.mhra.gov.uk/mda/mdawebsitev2.nsf/webvwMDASafetyWarnings/05343462CDC7400880256FD300319051?OPEN
18. PASA’s Electronic Assistive Technology Product Information Database 
Back to top
The NHS Purchasing and Supply Agency (PASA) launched a contract in 2004 for the supply of electronic assistive technology products and services. 

Devised primarily for use by the NHS in England, Wales and Northern Ireland, the agreement is also open for use by organisations such as local authorities.

In order to provide comprehensive information on communication aid and environmental control products which are available through the contract, PASA has worked with stakeholders to develop an EAT product information database (EATpid). This is designed to enable users, purchasers, prescribers and other health and local authority organisation professionals, to make informed decisions about the range of products available.

The database is an easily accessible, continuously updated, searchable web based tool, containing detailed information on products’ key features and functions, and supporting information such as pictures, links to completed pre- purchase questionnaire forms for the NHS, online instruction manuals where available, and a link to NHS-ecat for pricing information through the manufacturer’s product code. 

Key to the tool’s ease of use is the comprehensive search functions: detailed information about the available products can be obtained by selecting a specific product or type of products and by highlighting the desired product.

EATpid is currently available to the NHS and local authority organisation staff and other stakeholders and no log in or registration is required. Users are able to submit their email address to receive periodic email updates on new products and functions available within EATpid.  

The completion of all the current on contract product information is expected mid 2005, although the tool will be continuously updated and revised as further products are added and product specifications change.

For more information on how to access and use the database, please refer to PASA’s website at www.pasa.nhs.uk/eat/eat_pid.stm
Or contact Alex Williams on 01189 808852 or at alex.Williams@pasa.nhs.uk
and eatpid@pasa.nhs.uk
For further information about the national framework agreement, please refer to the contract website www.pasa.nhs.uk/eat
For further information about PASA’s work in the field of assistive technology see www.pasa.doh.gov.uk/rehabilitation/
19. News from ICES and CSIP
Back to top
From 1 April, the work of the Integrating Community Equipment Services (ICES) team – and some of its team members - was incorporated into the Care Services Improvement Partnership (CSIP), with six other similar initiatives. 

The CSIP has been created to support improvement and development in a range of services across health and local government, for children, adults and older people, including those with mental health problems, physical disability or learning disability. CSIP is currently seeking people's views about the different initiatives, how they can best work together and how CSIP can support service development. CSIP’s business plan will be published shortly. The CSIP website is www.csip.org.uk
The ICES website www.icesdoh.org will continue as a portal into CSIP. Planned additions to the ICES website include a range of “Getting Started” packs, including one on pressure care at: 

http://www.icesdoh.org/article.asp?page=182
20. Hearing Aids Contract Extended
Back to top
RNID has announced that the innovative public-private-partnership (PPP) for the provision of free NHS digital hearing aids has been extended for one year to September 2006. The scheme began in September 2003. 

Almost half of the NHS audiology departments in England are now using this contract to boost their capacity and to reduce waiting times. The national framework contract with David Ormerod Hearing Centres and the Ultratone/Amplivox group ensures that patients receive the same standards of care and exactly the same digital hearing aids as they would do from their NHS clinic. 

The service remains free of charge to the user at all times. Funding for continued use of this contract will be devolved to strategic health authorities and primary care trusts from April 2005. The contract forms part of the Modernising Hearing Aids Services (MHAS) programme, which was funded by the Department of Health and delivered by RNID to modernise hearing services within the NHS across England by spring 2005. 

The RNID website is www.rnid.org.uk
21. Expansion in Home Improvement Agencies 

Back to top
Home Improvement Agencies (HIAs) are locally based not-for-profit organisations, which help homeowners and private sector tenants who are older, disabled or on low income to repair, improve, maintain or adapt their homes. 
The Government has provided funding to promote geographical expansion of HIA services, moving towards full coverage in England, and services are now available in 90% of English local authorities. The expansion programme has included restructuring into services covering wider areas and has been supported by Foundations, the national co-ordinating body for HIAs. 
The Foundations website is: www.foundations.uk.com
22. The New System for Assessing Health Services
Back to top
Following consultation, the Healthcare Commission has announced its new system for assessing public and private health services in England in its publication Assessment for improvement: the annual health check. 
The system replaces star ratings and aims to reduce the regulatory burden, while giving the public a more accurate picture of performance. It will, for the first time, offer patient and public representatives a formal role in judging the quality of services. 

NHS trusts will be required to make public declarations on the extent to which they meet the core standards set out in the Standards for Better Health. The Commission will check on that self-assessment by talking to others in the local community and observers, and by using available information, including reports from other regulators. 
Trusts will also be assessed on the delivery of existing targets and progress towards meeting new national targets. If there is a need to follow up on issues of concern, visits will be targeted and designed to support improvement.

The Commission is also phasing in its processes to measure progress in meeting the developmental standards in the Standards for Better Health. These will draw on current ‘improvement reviews’ into particular sectors such as children’s services and older people’s services. 
The Healthcare Commission and the Commission for Social Care Inspection will merge by 2008 and will work together to align their approaches to assessment.

The ‘annual health check’ document is on the Healthcare Commission website:  www.healthcarecommission.org.uk
The Commission will also be publishing guidance to trusts entitled “Defining core standards”. This will cover the key pieces of national guidance or legislation that trusts should consider during the process of self-assessment and the most relevant items of information to be used for an initial check on the performance, outcome and output relating to each core standard.
23. New Inspection System for Social Care
Back to top
From 4 April the Commission for Social Care Inspection (CSCI) will be using a new system to inspect social care providers in England, which was announced in “Inspecting for Better Lives” in November 2004. 
In the first instance this will work within the existing legal framework to place more emphasis on users’ experiences and apply a more flexible approach. CSCI is also working with the Department of Health to review the regulatory framework, including the National Minimum Standards. In the longer term, CSCI will merge with the Healthcare Commission by 2008. 
The CSCI website is www.csci.org.uk
24. The National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence
Back to top
On 1 April 2005, the National Institute for Clinical Excellence (NICE) joined with the Health Development Agency to become the new National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (also to be known as NICE). 
NICE has taken on the public health functions of the Health Development Agency and is now responsible for providing national guidance on the promotion of good health as well as on the prevention and treatment of ill health. 

NICE is currently consulting on a clinical guideline on pressure ulcer management. NICE is also establishing an external reference group to provide informal feedback to the Institute on a range of issues relating to implementation of its guidance. The NICE website is www.nice.org.uk
25. New Report on Direct Payments
Back to top
The Government has published “Making a Difference: Direct Payments”, a joint report by the Cabinet Office and the Department of Health. 
It aims to increase choice and flexible help for adults who need social care, and reduce the bureaucracy associated with direct payments that prevents the effective delivery of social care to service users. The report supports the Government’s Green Paper on adult social care, Independence, Wellbeing and Choice, and the Cabinet Office Strategy Unit report, “Improving the Life Chances of Disabled People”, both of which proposed expanding direct payments for social care and developing individual budgets for a wider range of services.

The report can be accessed on the Cabinet Office website www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk. 
It does not specifically address issues relating to direct payments and equipment, focusing instead on generic issues and issues relating to employment of carers. 
The ICES website www.icesdoh.org has advice on direct payments and community equipment.  
26. Strategies for Older People
Back to top
The Department of Work and Pensions has published for consultation a wide-ranging cross-Government strategy for older people. “Opportunity Age – Meeting the challenges of ageing in the 21st century” presents plans for action, focusing on the effects of changes in our population, including having healthier and more active older generations, employment, and services such as health, care and housing. 
The aim is to “embed in all policies directed towards older people the values of active independence, quality and choice”. The report complements on-going work on pension reform and age discrimination and fits with proposals in the Green Paper on adult social care. 

The strategy calls for a change in attitudes to later life and for breaking down arbitrary barriers in relation to employment. Being older or being a pensioner must not be equated with dependence. 
“We want to build a society that focuses on what individuals can do, instead of making assumptions about capacity based on age.”

The strategy sets out proposals for action in three priority areas:

· to achieve higher employment rates overall and greater flexibility for over-50s in continuing careers, managing any health conditions and combining work with family (and other) commitments;

· to enable older people to play a full and active role in society, with an adequate income and decent housing; and 

· to allow us all to keep independence and control over our lives as we grow older, even if we are constrained by the health problems which can occur in old age.

The aim is “developing choice and flexibility in care and support, for a move towards more prevention and for a more integrated approach to other services used specifically by older people”. 
This approach builds on the Single Assessment Process for older people, the establishment of The Pension Service, and Link-Age (a new concept which brings The Pension Service, local authorities and, in some cases the voluntary sector, into strategic and operational partnerships to deliver joined-up services locally). It is also in line with the Green Paper on adult social care, Independence, Well-being and Choice.

Key proposals (some to be piloted) include: 

· giving access to a range of services through a single telephone number;

· giving those who want them individual budgets which they can use to select their own care packages;

· an integrated home visiting service which can offer older people a full care, benefit, heating and housing check-up;

· a forum led by the Chief Scientific Adviser to harness science and technology to the challenges of ageing.

The consultation, which finishes on 28 July, is at: Opportunity Age – Meeting the challenges of ageing in the 21st century. 

Nine organisations in the housing and care sector have launched for national consultation a ‘green paper’ to develop a vision of the service options which should be made available to older people who want to remain independent, whether in their existing home, a new home or in a more communal setting. Called “The 20/20 Project”, the vision encapsulates maintaining independence and enabling informed choice about options for older people, incorporating a range of services, including telecare and sheltered and retirement housing. 
The consultation is at:  

http://www.asap-uk.org/Templates/Internal_Related.asp?NodeID=45306&strPage=&ParentNodeID=&Arc=N
27. News from the Charity Sector
Back to top
Big Lottery Fund Confirms New Funding Programmes for England

The Big Lottery Fund, formed from a merger of the New Opportunities Fund and the Community Fund, has announced its new funding programmes for England.  
Demand-led programmes and streams will account for one third of all funding, with themes and policy framework to be announced, but with the emphasis on projects identifying needs and offering solutions to local issues.  
The level of prescription will be minimal, allowing a very broad range of applicants and projects to apply. The Fund has also committed to the principle of full cost recovery, providing funding for all relevant costs associated with delivering projects. 

The remaining two thirds of funding in England will be allocated to a range of strategic programmes which will allow specific policy areas to be supported in a more targeted way.  
The areas decided so far for strategic funding include:

· Voluntary and Community Sector Infrastructure (£155million); 

· Children’s Play (£155million);

· Environmental Programmes (£354 million);

· Wellbeing Programmes to support "healthier and more active people and communities" (£165 million);

· International Grants (£60 million). 
The announcements are at: http://www.biglotteryfund.org.uk/newsroom/
Role of the Charity Commission

The Charity Commission is consulting on its future role, based on a strategic review of its activities, to produce a new vision and mission for the organisation and a strategy for the next three years. 
The objective is to create a Charity Commission which is a modern regulator, focusing on the needs of charities and the public, proactive, strategic and outcome-focused, working in an open way, valuing partnerships and engaging in dialogue with stakeholders. Plans will be finalised in July 2005. 
The consultation document, Charity working at the heart of society, is available on the Commission’s website: www.charitycommission.gov.uk
Charities Bill Dropped
The Charities Bill, which aimed to modernise charity law, was a casualty of the dissolution of Parliament for the general election. The National Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO) is campaigning for the Bill to be re-introduced in the next Parliament and its website www.ncvo-vol.org.uk has a briefing paper on the Bill
28. Skills and Learning
Back to top
The work of the NHS Modernisation Agency, the NHS Leadership Centre and the NHS University are being incorporated into a single NHS Institute for Learning, Skills and Innovation (NILSI). 
The plan for setting up NILSI by July 2005 is at: http://www.dh.gov.uk/PublicationsAndStatistics/Publications/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidance/PublicationsPolicyAndGuidanceArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4107507&chk=P0Gu%2BH
Information about Skills for Health, the proposed Sector Skills Council (SSC) for health, is at:

http://www.dh.gov.uk/PolicyAndGuidance/HumanResourcesAndTraining/ModernisingWorkforcePlanningHome/ModernisingWorkforcePlanning/ModernisingWorkforcePlanningArticle/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=4064895&chk=dnw6M7
From April, Skills for Care will be responsible for workforce development of the adult social care workforce. It will be part of the UK Sector Skills Council "Skills for Care and Development" which covers social care and development. 
The Children’s Workforce Development Council is currently being set up by DfES to work with children’s workforces in England. For more information see: 
http://www.topssengland.net/view.asp?id=569
A paper by Alan Turner-Smith on the current pattern of education and training in assistive technology in Europe is on the Centre of Rehabilitation Engineering website at http://www.kcl.ac.uk/depsta/kcsmd/mep/core/core_docs.htm
The AT Forum home page has a section on education and training at: http://www.fastuk.org/atforum-education.php
29. The Party Manifestos on Health and Social Care
Back to top
The political parties’ manifestos on health and social care are available on their websites.

Key points from Labour (http://www.labour.org.uk/manifesto):

· personalised care and choice of hospitals, including independent providers;

· maximum wait of 18 weeks from referral to treatment;

· fewer strategic health authorities and primary care trusts;

· fewer targets but new targets for cervical cancer screening and breast cancer care;

· new community hospitals and drop-in centres;

· support for people with long-term conditions, including expansion of expert patients programme;

· integration of health and social care;

· personalised budgets in social care;

· health promotion, particularly for children.  

Key points from the Conservatives (http://www.conservatives.com/): 

· patients will have the right to choose any hospital – NHS or independent – which can perform their operation to NHS standards at NHS costs;

· if an independent hospital charges more than the NHS, the Government will provide 50% of the NHS cost as a contribution to the bill; 

· less bureaucracy, more freedom and resources for front-line services - strategic health authorities to be abolished, number and functions of primary care trusts to be reduced,  centrally-set targets to be abolished;

· all hospitals will be foundation hospitals, accountable to patients and GPs;

· GPs to be responsible for commissioning care for their patients;

· cleaner hospitals and more children’s hospitals. 

Key points from the Liberals (http://www.libdems.org.uk/health/):

· free personal care;

· personal care plans for people with long-term conditions;

· cutting ‘hidden waits’ for diagnostic scans;

· scrapping strategic health authorities, reducing number of primary care trusts as commissioning is passed to local authorities. 

30. News in Brief
Back to top
New Disability Discrimination Act Becomes Law

The new Disability Discrimination Act 2005 received Royal Assent before the dissolution of Parliament for the general election. The Act has been welcomed as a major piece of civil rights legislation by the Disability Rights Commission (DRC). 
The legislation includes new rights for disabled people using transport and better protection for mental health service users, people with HIV, Multiple Sclerosis and cancer. For more information see the DRC website at: 

http://www.drc-gb.org/newsroom/newsdetails.asp?id=803&section=1
Fifth Birthday of the Disability Rights Commission

25 April was the fifth birthday of the Disability Rights Commission. The DRC email bulletin (register at http://www.drc-gb.org/newsroom/ebulletin.asp) has birthday greetings from the DRC Chair, Bert Massie, and a review of how things have changed over the last five years.
Committee Report on Continuing Care
The House of Commons Health Committee has published the report, NHS Continuing Care, criticising the “postcode lottery” in this area. ‘NHS continuing care’, which is intended to provide free care only to those who have a high level of need for ongoing health care, as distinct from personal care, can be provided in hospital, in care homes or in people’s own homes. 
The report makes recommendations for the Government’s forthcoming national framework for NHS continuing care and, in the longer term, recommends establishing a fully integrated health and social care system. The report is at:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmhealth.htm
Committee Report on Every Child Matters

The House of Commons Education and Skills Committee has published the report, “Every Child Matters”, examining the implementation of this Government programme of reform in children’s services and suggesting that additional resources will be needed. The report is at: 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmeduski.htm
Progress Report on Valuing People 

The Department of Health has published a progress report on delivery of the learning disability White Paper, “Valuing People”. The report assesses achievements to date and recommends delivery priorities for the next five years. “Valuing People: The Story So Far” is available at: http://www.valuingpeople.gov.uk/review.htm
Health and Social Care Information Centre

The Health and Social Care Information Centre is now operational. Drawing functions and staff from the NHS Information Authority and Department of Health Statistics Division, it will co-ordinate information requests across the health and social care system, set data standards and carry out data collections and analysis as required.

NHS Connecting for Health

The National Programme for IT is now being delivered by the new Department of Health agency, NHS Connecting for Health. For more information go to: www.connectingforhealth.nhs.uk/
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